378          THE NEW GERMAN CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 177.
Where the existing law makes provision for the formula of an oath
by including a religious formula, an individual may also be legally sworn
in such a way that he omit the religious formula and pronounce the
words: I swear. In all other respects the legal oath remains unaffected.
ARTICLE 178.
The constitution of the German Empire, dated April 16th, 1871, and
the Act for the Provisional Government, dated February 10th, 1919,
are abolished.
The rest of the laws and ordinances of the Realm remain in force,
in so far as consonant with this constitution. The conditions of the
Peace Treaty signed at Versailles on June 28th, 1919, are not affected
by this constitution.1
Orders legally issued by the public authorities in virtue of previously
existing laws remain valid until replaced by further orders or legislation.
ARTICLE 179.
In so far as reference is made in laws or ordinances to regulations or
to institutions which have been abolished in virtue of this constitution,
there shall be substituted therefor the corresponding regulations or
institutions of this constitution. In particular the Reichstag shall be
substituted for the Constituent Assembly,2 the Reichsrat for the States5
Committee,3 and for the President of the Realm, who was elected
under the Act for the Provisional Government, a President of the
Realm elected in virtue of this constitution.
The function of issuing ordinances belonging to the States' Com-
mittee in virtue of previous regulations shall pass to the Government of
the Realm ; in issuing ordinances the Government of the Realm shall
require the consent of the Reichsrat as laid down in this constitution.
ARTICLE 180.
Until the first Reichstag, the Constituent Assembly2 shall count as
Reichstag. Until the first President of the Realm shall enter upon
office, his functions shall be carried out by the President elected under
the Act for the Provisional Government.
ARTICLE 181.
The German nation has determined upon and passed this constitution
through its Constituent Assembly. It comes into force on the day of its
proclamation.4
1 Cf. Art. 61 and 112.
8 Die Nationalversammlung.
3  Staaten^Ausschtiss.
4  This Constitution was accepted at Weimar by the Assembly on July 31st,
1919.    The final date of authorization was August llth, 1919, when it was
signed at Schwarzburg by President Ebert and eight ministers.
Further Note on Reich. At Versailles on the 28th June 1919 the rendering
republique allemande for Deutsehes Reich was objected to by Miiller, then
Foreign Minister, and PEmpire allemande substituted. A subsequent treaty,
however, contains the expression republique allemande.